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Precision Teaching is a method of planning a 

teaching programme to meet the needs of an 
individual child or young person who is 
experiencing difficulty with acquiring or 

maintaining some skills. 
 
 



 

 It has an inbuilt monitoring 
function and is basically a means of 

evaluating the effectiveness of 
what is being taught.  

 



 
It can be used in early years, primary and 

secondary settings and can be applied to areas 
of the curriculum that can be broken down into 

clear objectives, e.g. Numeracy and Literacy 
skills. 



 
 

Without specific instruction, pupils apply skills 
with materials and under different conditions 
 
 
With instruction, pupils apply skills with 
materials and under different conditions  
 
Proficiency level reached and maintained in 
accuracy and fluency  
 
 
Pupils perform with both accuracy and fluency  
 
 
 
Pupils perform skills with accuracy  
 



 Children who appear to know something one 
day but not the next (stuck on accuracy – 
need fluency)  
 

 Children who are very slow in the production 
of work (stuck on accuracy- need fluency)  
 

 Children who ‘don’t have the basics’  
 

 



 1:1 support with a familiar adult 
 Targeted support 
 Short and pacey  
 Celebratory 
 Clear identification of progress  
 Clear identification of next steps  
 Easy to deliver  
 Minimal training  
 Repetitive 
 Cheap!   

 



Can be difficult to deliver 
in schools for as many 
children who need it as 

there is a shortage of staff 
available. 

 
 
 



Before you start  

Carry out a baseline assessment  



 Step One  
 

 Spend 5 to 10 minutes teaching the child/young 
person the 2 new items using whichever 
teaching method you think is best. Do not move 
on until they have acquired the new items.  

Do 
• tell the child the answer 
 if they get stuck or show them 
• get the child to repeat after you 
• get the child to say without looking 

Do not 
• exceed this step by 10 minutes  
• give more than 5 pieces of new 

information  
• spend too long explaining  
• Mix up new learning  
• ask the child to work out the answer  

 



book 

said 

have 



5x7 = 35 

3x 7 = 21 

4x 7 = 28  



 Step Two 
 

 Using the probe, ask the child/young person 
to see how many they can get right in 1 
minute. This should be a fun activity. 

 
Do 
• encourage the child to try their best 
• time how long it takes them 
• allow the child to do this independently  
• minimise distractions  
• Record the date to measure progress 

Do not 
• Stop the child to explain 
• mark it as they go along 
• give the child any help  
• introduce new material 

 



Reading Include the date!  



Timetables Include the date!  



Spelling  Include the date!  



Recognising 
numbers 

Include the date!  



 Step Three 
 

 Make note of the number of correct items and number of 
errors  

A note of the errors is made so you can target these for your next round of 
teaching – keeping the teaching ‘precise’ 

  
 Record the correct responses and errors on the PRECISION 

TEACHING CHART. 

Do 
• Share the correct items with the child 
• Praise the child and celebrate with 

them 



Include the date!  



Include the date!  



 Children should get each answer correct 
three times consecutively before moving on 
to new material.  

 Keep the material the same until it has been 
learnt.  

 Retest every three to four weeks to check for 
long term progress (using the same baseline) 

 
 







 There are a selection of resources available 
on the table 

 
 Anything else, please ask!  

 
 



 Child in Year 2 with is now recognising 84 High 
Frequency words after starting Year 2 not able to 
recognise any.  
 

 Child in Year 3 recognising over 100 High 
Frequency words after starting Year 3 only 
recognising nine.  

 
 Child in Year 6 now able to answer 40 

multiplication sums in 3 minutes after starting the 
year only being able to recall 10 in 3 minutes.  




