
THE RIGHTS RESPECTING 
SCHOOLS AWARD: 
STARTING RRSA



THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON 
THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD (CRC)
This sets out the rights of every child under 18 
years across the world and how these rights 
should be met.
Under the terms of the Convention, children are 
the ‘rights holders’ and adults are the ‘duty 
bearers’.  



What is a Rights Respecting School?
A Rights Respecting School embeds children’s rights in 
their ethos and culture.

It is based on principles of equality, dignity, respect, 
non-discrimination and participation.

Schools involved report a positive impact on behaviour, 
relationships and well-being, leading to better learning, 
improved academic standards and a reduction in 
bullying.



Incorporating Rights into our School
- Rights are universal meaning for all children, everywhere, all the time.
- Rights are unconditional meaning they are not a reward and not 

dependent on a responsibility or performing an action to get them. 
- Rights are inalienable meaning you cannot give them away or sell them 

and no one can take them from you.
- Rights are indivisible meaning no right is more important than another 

one. They are a whole package and they are interlinked. 
- Rights are inherent meaning they are yours because you are born a 

human.



TO BE HEALTHY



TO BE TREATED FAIRLY



EDUCATION



TO BE HEARD





Innocenti Report Card 7: An Overview of child 

well-being in rich countries

In the latest report, the UK came last with regards to 
children’s well-being.
The UNCRC goes beyond basic human rights and the 
articles outlined are International law.

http://www.unicef-irc.org/files/documents/d-3248-Key-findings.pdf

http://www.unicef-irc.org/files/documents/d-3248-Key-findings.pdf


FOUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR A 
CHILD RIGHTS BASED APPROACH

Non-discrimination

Survival & 
development

ParticipationBest interests



WORKING WITH VALUES
▪ What are your own values?
▪ What are the values of Foulds?
▪ What would you see, hear and experience in 

school that would communicate these values?
▪ Can you find article numbers that match with 

these values?


